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Chair and Secretary – Ellie Church 

 

 

JOTTINGS FROM THE CHAIR . . . .  

Slowly, slowly we are coming out from the 
lockdown. Hooray! 

I must admit we have been entering the big wide 
world with care.  

We have a problem with the greenhouse now. Last 
year we had a broody hen in September. She hid in the 
garden behind a shrub, so we left her there. She 
hatched nine out of eleven 
eggs. As it was getting colder, 
we let her into the 
greenhouse with her babies 
and they have claimed that as 
their home, so I have seventy 
plants in dog cages to prevent 
the chickens eating them. 

We (the royal we) are building a large pen, eight 
metres by three, for the hens to live in. It is almost 
finished so, until then, the sun lounge and loo will stay 
full of plants. We shall get the greenhouse back in 
time for the tomatoes and cucumbers.  

I hope everyone is growing and potting on for a 
successful year. Do not forget we have our Annual  
Show in July. The more exhibits the better the show. 
So please bring your entries, enjoy some refreshments 
and pleasant company, and hope we have a good 
sunny day. 

Ellie Church – Chairperson  

 

 

Annual Show  
Saturday 31 July 2021 

The Schedule for this year’s Show has been distributed with this Newsletter.  
Let’s make this a great event for our first get together since the lockdown!  

 

 

 

Tasks for May/June  

 

 

• Continue spraying roses  

• Apply rose fertilizer 2 oz per sq yd 

• Complete planting of half-hardy annuals 

• Tie in tall growing perennials  

• Prune early flowering shrubs, Forsythia, Ribes 
etc  

• Sow hardy biennials, wallflower, Sweet William 
etc  

• Spray fruit trees against scab sawfly and woolly 
aphid  

• Spray gooseberries against mildew  

• Spray blackcurrants against big 
mite  

• Spray strawberries against grey mould  

• Plant out dahlias and chrysanthemums  

• Sow annual seed in flowering situations  

• Earth up early potatoes, cover if frost forecast  

• Plant out courgettes, celery and sweet corn in 
late May  

• Sow perennial seed, delphiniums, lupins, 
hollyhocks etc 

 

http://www.malmesburygardenclub.org.uk/
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 FROM THE GARDEN by KEITH  
 

 

Comments from the garden . . . . 

I only have a wild hedge 15ft long at the front of the 
house so I have planted another one in the garden, be 
it a little shorter, a lavender hedge. So long as I trim it 
after flowering every year it should not get too woody.  

Lawn care . . . . 
The lawn, I think, sets off the rest of the garden, 
sometimes being the biggest part of the garden. So a 
nicely cut clean green lawn, perhaps striped, really 
stands out.  Spring and early summer are good times 
to start with lawn treatment. If you applied an autumn 
lawn feed your lawn should already look nice and 
green. This time of year you can start with a lawn 
weed feed and moss kill, also if you have any bare 
patches clean them up and apply some grass seed. 
These days bird repellent is added to the grass seed. If 
you have broken edges to your lawn there are two 
ways of dealing with this. Place a plank against the 

edge of the lawn and add soil; if needed, sow grass 
seed and firm lightly. Another alternative is to cut the 
bad piece of turf a little wider than the damaged area 
and about a foot into the lawn, turn it around so you 
have a good edge to the lawn, clean up the bad patch, 
sow seed and firm. After treatment of the lawn, say 
about three weeks, if the moss was bad give it a good 
rake. If you have some stubborn weeds you could 
apply a selective weedkiller to the bad areas or apply 
a second dressing of weed feed and moss kill. The 
gentleman I worked for for 28 years had a five acre 
garden and he was not prepared to spend a lot of 

money on the lawns (‘It’s green’ he said). I cut the 
lawns with an Atco cylinder mower which had a roller 
attached. It took me five hours to cut the lawns with a 
stripe, but they did look good when finished. One day 
he said ‘You are spending a lot of time cutting the 
grass’ and promptly bought a tractor mower. Well, 
from that day onwards the moss got a lot worse  and 
there was no roller on the tractor. As you might guess, 
it only took me two hours to cut the lawn, the moss 
really took over. After a few years, every time I went 
out to cut the lawn the wildlife had been busy and 
there were tufts of moss all over the lawns. If nothing 
else I had plenty of moss for the hanging baskets. Two 
or three treatments of weed and feed, also moss kill if 
needed, should give you a lush green lawn. As I said, 
put on autumn lawn feed in September or October. 
This is a slow releasing fertilizer so will give your lawn 
a good start. 

Keith’s choice plant . . . . 

Fatsia japonica: a tropical-
looking evergreen shrub, 
very architectural with large 
deeply-cut leaves, and large 
heads of creamy white 
flowers in the summer. Plant 
in sun or semi-shade. Very 
hardy with no pest or disease 
problems.  

Pests’ paradise . . . . 

Leatherjackets: refers to legless greyish-brown 
tubular larvae of the crane fly or daddy-long-legs. 
Problems occur in lawns, vegetable plots and flower 
borders. No chemical is available for this problem. 
Damage by leatherjackets is normally only slight, 
remove if seen.  

Plants and bulbs to enjoy in May/June  

Aubrieta, Choisya, paeony, Dicentra (bleeding heart), 
Deutzia (shrub), Bergenia (bears ears), Weigela (shrub), 
Laburnum (tree), Trollius (globe flower, herbaceous). 
Bulbs; Scilla, bluebell, late flowering tulips, daffodils and 
narcissi, early flowering Alliums, Anemone, Convallaria (lily 
of the valley), Fritillaria, Sparaxis (harlequin flower). 
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FROM THE VEGETABLE PLOT by KEITH 
 

 

 
 

Comments from the veg plot . . . .  

Having grown rhubarb in pots for a number of 
years I am going to find a place in the vegetable 
plot. I think it will grow better. It has produced 
well in the pots but it is time to re-pot after four 
years. I think the ground would be better. But 
there is another reason – I need the pots for 
blueberries: they don’t like the soil (lime 
present). 

The fruit garden . . . .  

You have to have some fruit grown against a wall 
or trellis, along a fence, in pots or open ground. 
My garden is only 10m/30ft square so far I have 
a thornless blackberry, a single row of 
strawberries, and soon some blueberries in pots. 
Unfortunately, the kiwi fruit I tried was 
unsuccessful, I think it was not sheltered enough 
as I have a 30 acre field on two sides of the 
garden and there are only certain places I could 
have planted it. Never mind, it will give me a 
chance to try something else in that spot – a 
quince, for instance, or cherries. I know these 
generally come as small trees. I once worked for 
a gentleman who asked me to grow two Chinese 
Peento 
peaches 
(available in 
supermarkets, 
oval in shape). 
He wanted 
them planted in 
the greenhouse 
to give them 
more 
protection. As 
they were planted in the greenhouse they 
blossomed in February when there were no 
pollinating insects about, so I had to hand 
pollinate. I expected fan-trained or espalier fruit 
bushes but what arrived were two small standard 
trees. I did not say anything; I just pruned them 
fan-trained and they grew perfectly well. After a 
number of years, after thinning out the flowers 
that had produced more fruit than I needed, I 
produced seventy peaches on each tree. So you 

can train anything young in the way you want it 
to grow.  

Quince, for instance the variety ‘Meeches 
prolific’, has pink flowers, the golden fruits are 
perfumed and ready for picking in the autumn 
(October/November). If I grow these I can look 
forward to quince jelly, stewed or poached fruit 
or added to fruit pies or crumbles; I could even 
try quince vodka – now there’s a thought. Some 
other varieties of fruit I could try include 
mulberries, plums, crab apple, loganberry, and 
tayberry, or I could train an apple or pear. So you 
see, so much to choose from and, trained from a 
young plant, you could grow them anywhere 
with support.  

Some more unusual fruit you could try and train 
to the situation include figs, pomegranate (hardy  
to -20 with red flowers in June, fruits November 
onwards), medlar (large white flowers followed 
by russety rose hip type fruits with orange/red 
autumn leaf colour), plum mirabelle variety ruby 
(producing fairly large dark red fruits, sweet and 
juicy with peach like flavour, heavy cropping 
when established, crops early September, grow 
along with P. golden sphere for good pollination). 
Another customer of mine had established red 
fleshed apple trees, which were no more than 
seven feet high so easy to pick. These apples 
when cut open were reddish pink inside. The lady 
did not know the variety but a couple you could 
try are ‘tickled pink’ and ‘rosette’. I tried a few of 
her apples which were juicy and delicious.  

As I said, lack of space in my vegetable plot limits 
me to what I can grow. On visiting a new garden 
I was asked to prune some fruit bushes. I was 
surprised when I saw them. A good one for lack 
of space – a row of cordon  gooseberries;  the row 
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was about 15ft long, planted next to a pathway 
so easy to pick. Like cordon apples, these are a 
single stem planted at a 45 degree angle and 
allowing the tip to grow to required height; they 
are then spur-pruned along entire growth. These 
took up very little space and produced a huge 
amount of fruit. This row was well established 
and had been allowed to attain a height of 
4ft/120cm with 18”/45cm spacing between 
plants.  

So summing up: lots of varieties to choose from 
and ways to train and prune them. As I said, I will 
be growing blueberries in pots. You could also 
grow red, black or white currants or gooseberries 
in pots. All would produce good crops with only 
netting over the blueberries and red currants to 
prevent bird damage.  

Seasonal activities . . . . 

Now we have moved well into the spring your 
vegetables should be growing well. Remember to 
protect from birds and slugs, and also from carrot 
fly and pigeons. Broad beans should be growing 
well but keep an eye out for blackfly (aphids). 
When your broad beans have grown to a good 
height pinch out the tops: this should prevent 
them from getting blackfly. If you had good 
germination on all your sown varieties remember 
to thin them out. Potatoes should be growing 
well now; too early for blight but keep an eye on 
them. Runner beans have a mind of their own. 
You plant them at the base of your canes and 
they decide to grow along the ground – not all of 
them, but watch out for this problem. If you grow 

dwarf French beans, always sow a group of them 
at the end of the area. If germination is poor, you 
will have some to fill in the gaps. Remember to 
plant your carrots and onions in close proximity 
to one another, this helps with the carrot fly 
problem: the flies don’t like the smell of onions. 
It is quite possible this year they might be 
wearing face masks! 

Keith’s choice vegetable . . . . 

Iceburg  lettuce,  var.   Lakeland:  a crisphead 
variety producing small compact heads, slow to 
bolt ideal for those who have a small area to 
grow vegetables. Resistant to root aphids. 

No vegetable nightmares . . . .  

Shot-hole: this disease, 
affecting cherry and 
laurel, usually shows as a 
brown ring around the 
edge of each hole, brown 
spots of dead tissue are 
present on the leaf. 
Various fungal bacteria 
and powdery mildew will 
be responsible. The dead 
tissue then falls away leaving holes. Remove 
small infestations, otherwise spray with a 
fungicide as directed.  

Some vegetables to enjoy in May/June 

Early-sown cut-and-come-again salad (greenhouse), spring 
cabbage, spring onions (autumn sown), radish, potatoes and 
peas (frame sown), young spinach leaves. Possibly last  of stored 
potatoes, carrots and onions. 

 

Malmesbury in Bloom: a little bit of history . . . . 

A few weeks ago Cllr Mrs Cath Doody mentioned to me that the Cup given by the Garden 
Club had been awarded to a particular garden in the recent ‘Malmesbury in Bloom’ 
Competition. I argued that we had never given a cup to ‘Malmesbury in Bloom’.  

I have since discovered that Catherine was right – in fact, I now remember actually 
buying the cup.  A Mr Thompson, our then treasurer, put the club’s money into the 

Cheltenham & Gloucester Building Society, never very much money but it had a good rate of interest 
which, as a Scot, attracted him. Incidentally, the only paper Mr Thompson ever used was the ‘insides’ 
of carefully opened envelopes. In about 2000 the C & G converted to a bank. This involved the 
‘demutualisation’ of the society, and all the members and account holders received a ‘windfall’ 
payment of £500, irrespective of the amount of their investment. 

The members of the Garden Club decided to donate the ‘windfall’ to Malmesbury, giving £200 each 
towards the maintenance of the Cloister Gardens and the hospital grounds and a £100 cup for 
‘Malmesbury in Bloom’. 

Derek Tilney 
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 The Good Old Days . . . . 
  
 
 

I wonder if any of our members remember this 
Flower Show in 1909? – Oops, sorry! That would 
be 112 years ago.   

This fantastic old poster poses so many 
questions. I suppose the most important one is 
how big the August Flower Show must have been 
to bring people on a special train from Swindon? 
And where was this show held? 

We know shows were held at Burton Hill and on 
St Aldhelm’s Mead – both some fair walk from 
the old railway station. 

The special ‘Late Train’, which left Malmesbury 
at 10.45pm, obviously left a long time after the 
Show was over but perhaps it took home those 
who stayed on to spend the evening in one of 
Malmesbury’s many pubs. 

I was curious to discover when ‘second class’ 
travel ceased on the railways and found that all 
the other regions stopped it before 1900, but the 
GWR kept second class until 1910. 

I’m sure there was a good team of ladies making 
the tea for all those visitors!  Derek 

 

How things have changed . . . . 

Back in the ‘sixties’ when our subscriptions were 
4/- (more if you were a Vice-president!), the 
schools were busy in the evening with adults 
taking further education lessons and practical 
skills like woodworking and metalwork.  The 
Garden Club received a bill from Wiltshire 
Council Further Education Department for £5-
12s-6d for evening classes for 15 ‘students’.  

I remember going to the old Grammar School in 
the evenings, where Club members had paid the 
princely sum of 7/6d each to attend a series of 
lectures on horticulture. We sat at individual 
desks facing a blackboard. As we were all 
members of the Club we could choose whatever 
subject we wanted. Our ‘teachers’ were Mr 
Menhinick, Mr Burgess and Mr Cripps, all from 

the Lackham College of Agriculture.  I’m  sorry to 
report to our treasurer that at the 1966 AGM it 
was agreed that the Club should pay half the 
‘students’ fees – 3/9d each, the members taking 
part in these monthly lectures would pay the 
remaining 3/9d.  

 

Derek  
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HELP!  Your questions answered by resident expert, Keith 

Please send your queries and problems to: info@malmesburygardenclub.org.uk  
 

 

Q I have a number of herbs in pots. Is it OK to split them up and when? 

A A good time is during the winter when they are dormant, otherwise you can divide them as late as early April. 
A little new growth will not hurt. If the herbs are chives, mint, marjoram or tarragon, empty out of the pot, pull 
or cut apart into three pieces, re-pot two pieces: you will have some to give to family or friends. Large herbs 
such as sage and rosemary can be pruned back by half and re-potted into larger pots, no root disturbance here. 

Q A friend recently told me box hedging is poisonous. Is it true? 

 A Yes but only slightly. Animals can be more susceptible; saying that, dogs and cats never eat box hedges. You 
should always wear gloves if you have sensitive skin, it’s possible you could get dermatitis, a skin infection. Not 
everybody does; I have been cutting box hedging for many years with no problems, thankfully. 

Q I have just moved into an old property with a large mature garden. Dotted around the garden are tree stumps, 
some in the middle of the lawn. How can I remove them?  

 A I have come across this problem even in my own garden. It can be very difficult, especially if it is a big stump. In 
time the stump will rot in the middle, you can then make a raised bed or plant something to grow over it. If it is 
a small tree stump, you can make a cross cut in the top and put on some stump killer (best done in the dormant 
season, winter), or dig around it and get someone with a chainsaw to cut off  just below the surface of the 
ground. Many years ago I took on a medium sized garden. At the back of the house was a well, surrounded by 
a four foot high dry stone wall. I looked down into the water and asked how deep was the well. The reply was 
four feet. He had built the wall around a very large tree stump, covered the stump with black polythene then 
filled with water. Before the last two layers of stone were put in place, the top of the polythene was pulled over 
the top and cut to shape. The garden also had a large shrubbery which covered up a number of medium-sized 
tree stumps. I think they were elms which succumbed to Dutch elm disease many years ago. 

 

Inspiring ideas . . . . 

With our forthcoming Show in mind, Derek has provided us with some inspiring photos. 

 

   

 

PRESENTATION – or how to catch the Judge’s eye 

These exhibits of soft fruit both ‘caught’ the judge’s eye and won the first prize in their class. The best way 
to learn how to ‘show’ is to go to shows and talk to fellow  exhibitors. Note the exhibitor of the redcurrants 
has placed a small card naming the variety: this  may not be a condition but it will certainly impress the 
judge. 

mailto:info@malmesburygardenclub.org.uk
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FLORAL ART 

I thought these three delightful flower arrangements, 
which had been exhibited by our lady members in the 
Club’s Shows, would cheer everyone up as we start to 
come out the Covid19 ‘lockdown’. 

The arrangement opposite is titled ‘Bless the Bride’. 
Would we ever have thought that the number of guests 
at a wedding would have been restricted to so few? No 
receptions and no family parties. 

The bottom two arrangements have been created to 
represent a Stage Musical.  The title of the one with the 
feather in the hat is ‘My Fair Lady’ and the colourful 
arrangement is titled ‘Joseph and His Amazing 
Technicolour Dream Coat’ – again it is such a long time 
since we have been able to visit the theatre or the 
cinema.  

And so I hope these photos will remind you that life will 
soon be returning to normal and as Capt Tom said:  

”Tomorrow will be a better day” 
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RECIPE . . . . 

No-cook Strawberry Cheesecake 

Ingredients 

200 g digestive biscuits 

120g butter 
225g cream cheese, softened 
5 tablespoons caster sugar 
200ml double cream, whipped 
175g sliced fresh strawberries 

Method 

1. Put the biscuits into a food processor and blitz them until you have fine crumbs.  Alternatively, place the 
biscuits in a freezer bag on a flat surface and crush them using a rolling pin. 

2. Place the crumbs in a glass bowl and add the melted butter, mix well to completely combine. 

3. Line the bottom of a 23cm spring-form tin with baking parchment; put the biscuit mix in, press it down using 
the back of a spoon to get a flat even surface. 

4. Place in the fridge to set for at least 30 minutes. 

5. Once set, beat the  cream cheese and sugar until smooth. Fold in whipped cream. Spoon mixture into biscuit 
base. Refrigerate for 2 hours. 

6. Once the cheesecake has set, top with strawberries. Serve. 

Ellie 

 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2021 

This is a reminder to members WHO DID NOT SUBSCRIBE IN THE LAST (2020) YEAR that subscriptions are now due. 

If you paid a subscription for 2020, you do NOT need to pay again for this year. 

New membership cards are slowly being delivered. If any member would like theirs immediately, please contact Sean 
O’Shea (seanoshea5124@gmail.com). 

Membership has been held at £7 per member or £10 for a couple.   

Members who need to pay should do so by cash or cheque made out to ‘Malmesbury Garden Club’ and forwarded to 
me either in the Club’s post box in the E & S Hardware Store in the High Street or by posting to Redlands, Brinkworth, 
Chippenham SN15 5DA. If you have telephone or internet banking, payment can be made to the Club’s bank account 
(Lloyds) sort code 30-91-99; account no. 02440789; use your last name as the reference. 

Thank you everyone. Stay safe. 

Sean O’Shea (Treasurer) 

 

EMAIL DELIVERY OF NEWSLETTERS 

If you currently receive your Newsletter by post or hand delivery, but would be willing to receive it by email, please 
send your email address to the Editor at argoodall1952@hotmail.co.uk.  In accordance with General Data Protection 
Regulations, your email address will not be held on a database and will not be used for any other purpose than 
sending the Garden Club Newsletter and other occasional information, such as cancellation of meetings.  Emailing 
not only saves the club a lot of money in printing and postage, but in these days of pandemic, we consider it a safer 
method of delivery. 

mailto:argoodall1952@hotmail.co.uk

